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God's Abundant Consolation
(Is. 51:1-16)

Through the text, God who is good comforts us again.

Who is the object to receive God's consolation?

"Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek
the LORD:"(Is 50:1 upper).

Anyone who receives God's consolation is to pursue
righteousness and seek the LORD. God calls those who know his
righteousness. God says to let those have God's word in their mind
listen to him.

"Look to the rock from which you were cut and to quarry
from which you were hewn" (Is 51:1lower).

By beginning the message of consolation, God says the rock
from which you were cut and the quarry from which you were
hewn. Here, the rock means Abraham (Is 51:2), and the quarry
means Sarah. Abraham, who had received an order from God, left his native
town his father's house. He became the rock from which he was cut. Because,
when the rock is scooped out, there is a hollow
pit.

Abraham left his hometown by himself
without a single relative and had no children
until the ninety nine-year-old. But since God
blessed Abraham together with Sarah and gave
them grace, his descendants flourished like
stars in the sky and sands in the sea.

"The Lord really comforts Zion and looks
with compassion on her all ruins; he will make
her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like
the Garden of the Lord. Joy and gladness will
be found in her, thanking and the sound of
singing" (Is 51:3).

Will you become the rock from which
you were cut like Abraham? Are you in the
situation of which you cannot bear a child like
Sarah? God promises that He changes a desert
in to Eden for the depressed people, and the
wild in to Eden of the Lord.

God says, "Hear me, you who know what
is right, you people who have my law in your
heart: Do not fear the reproach of man or be
terrified by their insult (Is 51:7). What is that
reason? No matter how strong the enemies,
the moths eat them up like a garment and
the worm devours them like wool, but God's
righteousness and his salvation through all generations will last forever (Is
51:8).

However, despite this kind of God's consolation message, our oppressive
situation scarcely is ever better. We are still wandering in the darkness in
which we cannot see anything in front of us. But God says, "I, even I, am
he who comforts you" (Is 51:12). It is our sovereign Lord who releases His
people's resentment (Is 51:22).

My beloved Christians,

Our God who does not comfort us only with his word, he in the
appearance of man came to this world in order that he might share our
pain and torment together with us. He wore the crown of thorns, was torn
by receiving a whipping, and came up the hill of Golgotha. Finally he was
hammered by spike nails into his two hands and his two feet hung on the
cross left to die. Still, such Jesus is looking at our pains, loneliness, and tears.
We eventually will take an eternal victory with Jesus' resurrection.
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